A week in October 2013– Belgian students’ visit to Hungary

The Belgian students arrived to Hungary on Sunday the 13th October and we met each other for the first time at the airport. On the first day the hosts showed the guests round their house and nearby places. Some of us went to a restaurant, some of us to the bank of the River Danube and some went to see the city. Everyone had different programmes that day.

On the second day we went to Xántus János Bilingual High School where the Hungarian hosts study.
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Both groups gave a presentation of their school and country and the Hungarians showed the Belgians round the school, as well.
We set up our project work, discussed the tasks and started to do them.
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After lunch we went to a quick sightseeing tour with the school bus. After the school programmes we went bowling together and we celebrated Arne’s 17th birthday with a small cake.
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On the third day we visited the Central Sewage Treatment and the Water Reservoir in two groups. When we arrived back to the school we wrote put our impressions in writing as part of our project task. After lunch we visited Gellért spa and went to the Central Market by a famous tram, the tram no. 2. When we had watched everything in the market, the Hungarians showed a cool confectionery to their Belgian guests, which they really liked. They also bought some candies and tasted cakes. After that we went to a friendly bar where we drank non-alcoholic cocktails.
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On Thursday we made the last touches on the project tasks. After work we went to visit the Rock Hospital under the Castle district, which is a historical hospital built into the hillside, so it’s completely underground. It was thrilling and very interesting. We had a very good guided tour in English and we were told a lot of interesting facts about both World Wars. After the visit to the Rock Hospital we went together to an escape room. This is a form of fun where everything revolves around your escape. We were locked into a room for an hour and we had to solve mysteries and puzzles to get out, to escape. It was one of the best programs, we all enjoyed it a lot.

On Friday morning first we practiced for our presentation, and then we presented our results to each other and to two other classes of the school. For lunch we went to a restaurant, which was our farewell lunch together with the teachers. The restaurant was great, it was an ‘all you can eat restaurant’ and we all did our best to eat a lot! After lunch we went to the Invisible Exhibition, a special blindness simulating exhibition. It is pitch dark inside, and you have a blind guide to lead you around. It was very exciting and a little bit terrifying. It is interesting to get to know how blind people live at least a little. 

Saturday was originally a family day, but we organised our program all together; we went wall climbing. It was fun! In the beginning we could hardly climb up, but at the end everyone could manage it. It was tiring, but fantastic. After climbing we went to a bar, drank lemonade and talked with each other. Our last evening together went really well. We laughed a lot and I’m sure it was a memorable day for all of us.

Sunday was the goodbye day. We got up in the morning and the Belgian guests packed their luggage, we had a lunch then we set off together to the airport. We had to arrive there at 12, but their plane took off at 3 o’clock only. We took some last photographs and said goodbye. It was a fantastic week full of fun and excitement. We had a great time; we learnt heaps of new things and improved our English knowledge. All in all it was a great experience. (
Izabella Péntek and Flóra Péter

