Comenius exchange week in Budapest from 13th/14th – to 20th/21st October

Belgium and Poland in Hungary 
The important moment was coming closer and closer. 

We appreciated the honour and luck of being chosen to be hosts for the student exchange program ‘Dwindling Resources – Growing challenges’ in 2012. We were really excited and we couldn't wait to see our partners. We were curious about everything in connection with them. 
Then they arrived at last and we could welcome them in Budapest!
The Polish students arrived on Saturday evening while the Belgian students came on Sunday morning. At the beginning of our first day it was hard to start talking with our guests for some of us but by the end of the week we all became great friends. We all had a day to get to know each other well enough to start work together the next day.
Project work started on Monday morning. We showed our guests around our school, we listened to their school presentation and then Mrs Gabriella Laki, a Geography teacher in our school gave us an introductory lecture on our topic: ‘Dwindling Resources – Growing Challenges’ covering all the major areas  to be discussed later.  We also filled in the Quality of Life questionnaires, which is part of the project. We set up our project groups and started to work.
In the afternoon the exchange students went on a sightseeing tour with the school minibus guided by 2 trainee tour guide students of the school. This program was a huge success – our guests came from much smaller towns and they really enjoyed their tour. Luckily we had great weather with sunshine. They said they love Budapest because it's a very big city with a lot of beautiful buildings and parks. In the evening we came together in the city centre and spent time there.
Tuesday was the only day of the exchange week when weather really mattered because we were to go in the countryside to visit an organic farm. As you can imagine, Tuesday was the only day when it rained. And rained and rained even more… We did go to the farm and heard a lot of interesting information about organic and sustainable farming, but we also got soaked to the skin and covered in mud! ( However, the farmer and his workmates were really nice, we got organic apples and apple pie, which were really tasty! ( Still we had to come back much earlier than planned.

On Wednesday we stayed at the school and really set down to work. We had 6 groups – one worked on a conflict of ownership of resources - the problem of the dam on the Danube between Slovakia and Hungary at Bős-Nagymaros; another group worked on what we learnt at the farm; another group analysed the water footprint of everyday items; 2 groups worked on different aspects of the importance of clean drinkable water as a resource and one group worked on the environmental impacts of tourism. After the morning’s hard work, we went walking in Buda Castle and along the River Danube to show off the panorama of our city. The weather was perfect! Again!  
We started Thursday morning with visiting the Parliament, then went on to continue our projects and finished our shared program with a visit to the main Synagogue in the afternoon. Everybody liked these sights a lot. As Budapest is famous for its hot springs and as a city of baths, some of us went to AquaWorld with their exchange students in the evening. This was one of the most enjoyable and funniest programs for them. 
On Friday we spent the whole morning at school and we had our presentations of our project work. The coordinator had invited 3 students’ groups for this as well, so there were about 60 students to look and listen to what we had done! (Some of us were a bit afraid of this situation…)

For our farewell lunch we went to a Trofea Restaurant where we could choose from a big variety of different dishes and could eat as much as we possibly wished. All the food was delicious. We spent there 2 hours and worked hard to be able to eat a lot!
Unfortunately the Polish students had to go home on Saturday but we, Belgian hosts, still had a full day to fill with programs. We all gathered again in the evening and celebrated the week we spent together. Unfortunately we had to go home early because their plane took off very early on Sunday morning. So early that we had to be at the airport at 4 am!
It was very hard to say goodbye to each other because we are all friends now! We still keep in touch on the Internet and it's great to hear from them every week. 
This week was absolutely one of the funniest and best weeks of our lives and what is more, our English knowledge got better and better during that week.
We are looking forward to going to Poland in February and Belgium in March and we really  
can’t wait to see each other again.
Lara Lang and Adrienn Balog
