A Visit to a Passive house
(a report with the owners of the first certified passive house in Hungary)
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Our school visited a passive house in Hungary in Szada and we made a short report with the owner about it. So here are some interesting facts about it:

· How many passive houses are there in Hungary?
· There are 2 passive houses in Hungary. The one you’re in is the first one of this kind built in the country.
· When did you start to build it?
· We started building this house in September 2008.
· Why does it have the name „passive”?
· Because the house re-uses the passive energy produced within the house.
· Does the government support the building of this type of house?
· The Hungarian government does not support it because they think people don’t really want to build passive houses. In fact I think people have very little information about such architectural solutions and therefore the idea of a passive house is not yet widespread.
· What do you think about the future of passive houses? Can you imagine that more and more people will want to have such a house?
· I think in the future there will be more and more passive houses because it will be necessary because of the crisis of energy. For a long time people did not realize how much we depend on fossil fuels and energy, but because of the Russian gas crisis a great part of our society have been concerned about how we should find other alternatives of energy.
· How much energy is consumed?
· 120KW/h.This is one-tenth of the energy-consumption of a „normal” family home of this size.
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Does it matter where we want to build a passive house?
· Yes, it really matters. The windows of the house should be on the southern part of the house. And it’s also important to take into consideration the angle of the incoming sunlight. Our roof was built in a way that in summer it casts a shade over the windows and this way produces a cooling effect, but in winter the rays of sun come in a different angle and can reach the windows.
· Is it difficult to get the necessary permissions to build such a house?
· You don’t really need a permission to build a passive house. I think in Hungary everybody can build it if she/he wants to.
· How much did it cost you to build this house?
· It was about 280.000 HUF/square meter.
· You know a lot of things about your house. How come you are such an expert?
· Me and my husband personally helped with the building of the house. For example the panels which form the walls are easy to put together and even I could do that.
· What are the walls made of?
· The walls consist of an outer layer of 30 cm and an inner, thinner insulation layer, and between the two layers of insulation there is concrete.
· Is this the best insulation we can have?
· I’m not sure, but this is what we could afford. There are natural insulating materials, but those sometimes are more problematic.
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Thank you for your answers, I think we heard and saw a lot of interesting things. Thank you again and we wish you happiness in your new house.
